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A Message from the President
Charles Wazenegger
Dear Shipmates, Spouses, and Significant Others,
As we complete the Thanksgiving holiday,
we hope that you all had a most enjoyable time with
family and friends. It’s another holiday to be
grateful for all of our blessings and add to our many
memories. Now we approach Christmas and another
opportunity to share with family and friends once
again. We pray that you have a blessed Christmas
and a happy, healthy New Year.
Of course, the highlight of 2015 will be our
Washington DC reunion and the dedication of our
Salamonie plaque in the Navy Memorial. We hope
that you all make a special effort to attend because
of this meaningful and special event. As you know,
there is much to do and see in our nation's capital,
not to mention the great times we share with each
other. As we age, these
opportunities will become more and more difficult
so please try to take advantage of these good times
together while we still can.
Our annual celebration over July 4th in
Warren, IN is another event to plan for in 2015. All
who have been to one of these reunions understand
how much this companionship means to us. Those

of you that have not attended have missed the joy of
being with fellow shipmates. We understand that
health and finances can possibly be a deterrent, but
we do urge you to fit these reunions into your busy
lives if you possibly can. You will not be
disappointed. We truly look forward to seeing you
all.
We again take this opportunity to extend a
sincere thank you to Dorothy & John Lichoff, Jan &
Mike Seidel, and Rita & Dave Wood for their
tireless efforts to support and maintain our
association. We truly appreciate all that they
contribute.
Sincere best wishes for a very Merry Christmas and
a joyous New Year.
Chuck Wazenegger
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A Message from John Lichoff
Shipmates,
With the fast approaching holiday season
my wife Dorothy and I want to wish you and
everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy Joyous
New Year. We still believe in the old fashioned
way of celebrating and recognizing the season.
I’m back to about 80% now with my new
knee and I love it. It is good to be able to walk
again without constant pain. God bless my wife
Dorothy for her care in my recovery and putting up
with my moans and groans.
On December 12th Don and Dee Bond will
be joining us in Warren, Indiana to celebrate Lilly
Nutter’s 102nd birthday (12/12/12). While there
we’ll check on the remodeling and reopening of our
motel in Warren.
Lilly’s address is 801 Huntington Ave.,
Warren, Indiana 46792-9402.
Good News
At our Fourth of July parade in Warren,
the local Scouts, (boy, girl, cub and sea) unfold
our big flag, stretch it out and carry it in the
parade. People toss coins and bills as a generous
donation for the cause. We collected $344.00 this
year and the USS Salamonie made a donation of
$334.00 to the scouts to use at their summer
camp.
USS Salamonie Association
Officers:
President –
Chuck Wazenegger (bear1151@verizon.net)
Vice President/Records/Honor Roll - John
Lichoff (jlichoff@neo.rr.com
Treasurer – Mike Seidel jqq2042@gmail.com
Trustee – Roger Reller

reller1g@hotmail.com

Chaplin – Barry Stark
barrylamar@comcast.com
Editor/Newsletter – Rita Wood
RLW313@AOL.COM

Honor Roll
Carlos Rainwater RD2 54-56
(Life Member)
Elie Boucher EM3 57-59
Isaac Tooley BT3 60-63
In Memoriam
Rosemarie Masters, wife of Raleigh Masters.

Please keep in your prayers:
Vickie Snead had knee surgery
Leonard Buck
Please note:
Rita Wood will send a get well or
sympathy card to people needing one from the
USS Salamonie Association.
Send the
details to her.

We’ve had a major decline in our roster over
the past few years due to people moving and not
leaving a forwarding address.
Can you help us find these people?
Paul Addis DCW1 50-51 (NY)
Eugene D. Albright EN2 54-55 (PA)
Donald Boe BMSN 56-58 (MN)
Bob Celentano 67-68 (NY)
Walter Prota EM3 43-46 (NJ)
Henry Reidel SN 44-46 (PA)
Wayne L. Lemons GMG1 61-62 (IN)
William Crump SN 55-59 (OH)
Roger Mogill LTJG 57-59 (TX)
Robert Swartout HMC 47-49
Edward Cincotta MMR3 54-56 (PA)
Please keep us updated on your address, e mail
and phone changes.
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Salamonie Reunion 2015
The USS Salamonie Reunion for 2015 will
take place in Washington, DC from April 22
through 26; 2015.The trip will include the
installation and dedication of the USS Salamonie
AO-26 Plaque in the Navy Memorial Foundation.
If you want one for yourself, they are
available for a fee. Contact John Lichoff and he’ll
send you a form to be used for the purchase.

NOTA BENE
The information on the 2015 reunion in
Washington DC had an error on the registration
form.
The cost per person for two people in a room is
$630 (not $690). The information in this
newsletter and the forms on the web site have
been corrected to reflect the correct amount.
Please use this form when you send in your
registration.
Remember that your $50 per person registration
fee of $50 per person is due by February 14, 2015
and your final registration amount is due by
March 14, 2015.

USS Salamonie Association
Dues are $25.00.
Send your dues and/or contributions to:
Mike Seidel
3211 Northern Valley Drive NE
Rochester, MN 55906
(507- 226-8698)
Remember that your dues and donations help
to keep the Association afloat.
Make your dues check out to USS Salamonie and
send it with this form to Mike Seidel

USS Salamonie Association
Dues 2015
Name:___________________________
Address:_________________________
City:_____________________________
State: ____________ ZIP: ___________
Telephone: _______________________
E Mail: ___________________________

A Report about Lilly Nutter
Lilly will be 102 years old on December
12, 2014. She recently has sent her 1400th
shoebox of goodies to our troops.
If you wish to help support her effort
send a check made out to USS Salamonie to
Mike Seidel, our treasurer, and tell him the
money is for Lilly’s mailing fund.

I prefer to get my newsletter via:
______ snail mail
______ e mail
______web site

Additional donations can be made to the:
Knight-Bergman Civic Center
USS Salamonie Postage Fund
Troop Care Packages
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Wedding Bells
Wedding Bells will be ringing for one of the
Salamonie’s dearest friends, Janice Jordan of
Warren. Janice is getting married on March 7,
2015.
She has reunited with a former High School
friend from back in 1958. His name is Larry Ryan,
a retired professor at Indiana School of Dentistry.
Janice was in High School and Larry was attending
Indiana University so they went their separate ways.
Last month Larry asked for her hand in
marriage and Janice gave a resounding YES.
Members of the USS Salamonie Association are so
happy for both of them.
At the 2014 banquet in July in Warren Larry
was there assisting Janice so some of you have met
him already. Janice and Larry are planning on
building a Villa in Warren and they’ve said we now
will have another volunteer at our banquets.
Janice has always been one of the key
persons that lines up our float for the Warren Fourth
of July parade and helps organize our banquet. She
truly is a USS Salamonie supporter.
Janice and Larry are so happy and they sent
their wishes for a Merry Christmas to all of the USS
Salamonie crew.

Navy Stuff
George Perrault
If you enjoy Navy stuff, this is great!
A few weeks ago the USS Gerald R, Ford
CO Captain John Meier visited the Gerald R Ford
Presidential Library on the University of Michigan
campus in Ann Arbor. He spoke about the ship and
where it stands now. The ship will be fully
commissioned in 2016. It is awesome.
A friend and I attended his talk and gave
him a Vietnam Veterans Chapter 3091 challenge
coin and he in turn gave us a hat pin of the ship.
President Ford was from Michigan and a
graduate of the University of Michigan. He also
was captain of the football team.
Captain Meier has personally held
conversations with every single crew member, now
numbering 1709 until she is commissioned. Many
conversations have been one-on-one,
He doesn’t seem to care too much about
manuals, etc, and prefers to go down into the spaces
to be shown how things run.
I have served under 17 Cos in my career and
I’ve never seen a CO like this one. It was so
interesting to get a bird’s eye view of what is going
on in today’s navy.

Heroes

“Heroes do not wear capes.
Heroes wear dog tags.”
(Anonymous)

When addressing your holiday cards this year,
send some to this address for our heroes.
A Recovering American Soldier
c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue NW
Washington, DC 2037-5001
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This interesting item was found on the USS
Salamonie web site.

The Collision Which Sealed the Fate of
the USS Salamonie

While the ship sustained quite a bit of
damage, no one was injured. After the
crash, the ship sailed to a shipyard in East
Boston, most of the crew was transferred
and it was eventually decommissioned.
Contributed by:
Tom Martens
1119 Cornell Drive, Davis, CA. 95616
530-304-8557 E-mail:
tmartens@tommartens.net
Web site: http://tommartens.net
Editor, California Outdoor News Network
Editor at Large, California Fly Fisher
Magazine
Member, Adjunct Faculty, University of
San Francisco

News from some of our older shipmates
Rita Wood

The USS Salamonie got into a mid sea
collision with the USS Wasp in 1968
(sailors on board joked that it had been
stung by the Wasp). It happened in the
Caribbean when the Salamonie was
refueling the Wasp. During the refueling,
the rudder motor malfunctioned causing
the ship to turn into the Wasp. The
photograph was taken by a deck hand and
is little messy, but shows the Salamonie on
the right side of the picture and the Wasp
on the left. The elevator of the Wasp is seen
smashing into the bridge of the Salamonie.
The collision caused extensive damage to
the bridge and deck below. The impact
took out one of the radio antennas, but only
bent the bulkhead of the radio room. The
deck hands instituted emergency
breakaway procedures, which caused span
wires and black oil to fly everywhere.
Fortunately, the Salamonie was not
pumping high flammable JP5 at the time.

Recently I’ve received letters from
two of our shipmates.
Gordon Cook wrote to tell me thank you for the get
well card from the Association. He said that he has
no illness now unless Old Age counts as an illness.
He had his 97th birthday in July. He is rewriting the
book that he wrote about his life in the Navy.
You can write to him at
111 S. Lakemont Avenue APT. 536
Winter Park, FL 32792
Raleigh Masters wrote to tell me about the loss of
his wife, Rosemarie on November 24. He and
Rosemarie have attended several of the reunions
and Raleigh drove to all of them. He said he is
lucky to still be able to drive. He’ll be 93 years old
on December 13.
You can write to him at
PO Box 934454
Margate, FL 33093
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AO-26

USS SALAMONIE

Complete Reunion Package

Washington D.C. Reunion
April 22-26, 2015

Includes: 4 Nights at Comfort Inn
3 Days of Area Transportation

Comfort Inn
6363 Oxon Hill Rd, Oxon Hill MD

8 Attractions and Breakfast each A.M
5 Group Meals + Banquet Buffet
- Hospitality Room is open daily -

Wednesday April 22, 2015
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Check-in Comfort Inn
Hospitality Room Opens / Snacks
Everyone Meets in Hospitality Room
Dinner on own

Thursday April 23, 2015
10:00 am Motorcoach Pick up at hotel
11:00 am Navy Memorial and USS Salamonie
Commemorative Plaque Dedication
12:00 pm Lunch included after the Ceremony
1:30 pm Arlington National Cemetery
4:30 pm Back to Hotel
6:00 pm Motorcoach Pick up at hotel
6:30 pm Dinner at Pizza - Italia

sat

Friday April 24, 2015
9:30 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
1:00 pm
2:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:15 pm
5:30 pm

Motorcoach Pick up at hotel
Navy Yard – Tour of Destroyer
U.S. Navy Museum
Lunch at the Senate Cafeteria
Visit the White House
Back to Hotel
Motorcoach Pick up at hotel
Dinner at Flaming Grill Buffet

Complete Reunion Package Price
PER PERSON:
TWO in Room: $ 630
One in Room: $ 894

Saturday April 25, 2015
9:30 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
1:30 pm
3:00 pm
6:30 pm

Motorcoach Pick up at hotel
Lincoln Memorial, Vietnam Memorial
WW II & Korean Veterans Memorial
Board Coach for Lunch
Lunch at Elephant & Castle
Depart for Hotel
Banquet Dinner at Hotel

90% refunds for cancellations
with 48 hours notice providing
that the Attractions and Hotel
refund DeeTours.

To Register
please
fill out Registration Form (Form will be in
Sunday
April 26,
2015
Depart for home or stay and playNewsletter)
and return it to our friends at DeeTours LLC.

P.O. Box 953772 Lake Mary Fl 32795 417-527-0808
E-mail:Curtis@DeeTours.us

Airport Shuttle
available at
additional cost
Extra Nights
Lodging
$109.00
Including Tax

$50 Per Person Registration Deadline is February 14, 2015
– Balance Due March 15, 2015
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“USS SALAMONIE”REUNION BEGINS: April 22, 2015 (Wed.)
1

Name:

Guest:

Address:
City:
Cell Phone:

2

Phone:
(

REUNION ENDS: April 26, 2015 (Sun.)

(

)

State:
Email:

)

YOUR ARRIVAL DATE:

/

3

LODGING - Handicap Needs:

4

Smoking

5

AIRPORT SHUTTLE SERVICES:

Zip:
YOUR DEPARTURE DATE:

/

Non-Smoking

/

/

Wheel Chair Seating: Transfer to Aisle Seat? YES

NO

DeeTours does not collect monies for Airport Shuttle

(Call Yellow Cab Taxi Service at 703-522-2222 and provide them your flight information)

I,
(Herein Client) do hereby hold harmless from any claims DeeTours llc. and all
suppliers used in the final DeeTours llc. package.
Client Signature

Date

$50 Per Person Registration Deadline is February 14, 2015 – Balance Due March 14, 2015
All pricing listed includes tax

COMPLETE WASHINGTON DC PACKAGE: $894.00 Per Person (1 in room) OR $630.00 per person (2 in room)
EXTRA NIGHTS OF LODGING $109.00 Includes tax.
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# of Persons $ per Person Total Amount

FULL Package (see above listed prices)
:
# of EXTRA Room Nights _____ x $109.00
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9

=
=

x $

=

Special needs? Diet, HC room etc.

ADD ON Shows OR Services:
:

8

x $

PAYMENT DUE:

GRAND TOTAL:

________________

RETURN Completed form with payment to:

DeeTours LLC. at P.O. 953772, Lake Mary Fl. 32795
All Checks to be payable to: DeeTours LLC.

For additional information call DeeTours 417-527-0808
All Deposit and Balance
payments must be paid by check or money order and
mailed to the above address

This Section to be completed by DeeTours upon receipt of payment(s)
DEPOSIT $

____/____

FINAL BAL $

____/____
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USS Salamonie Association
C/O Rita L. Wood, Editor
47 Brown Terrace
Portsmouth RI 02871

Things to do ASAP:
Pay your 2015 dues and/or make a donation.
Send in your registration form and fee for the April
2015 reunion in Washington, DC.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
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